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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting  Date: Octob er 12, 2007
Meeting Time: 1:00 P.M.
Meeting  Place: State Hous e, 200 W. Washing ton

St., Room 233
Meeting  City : India napolis, India na
Meeting  Numbe r: 1

Members  Present: Sen. Gary Dillon, Chairpe rso n; Sen. Ed Charbon neau; Sen. Sue
Err ington; Rep. Vanessa Summers; Rep. Dennis  Tyler;  Rep. Phil
Hink le; Dr. Gladys Beale; Michael Carmin;  Joh n E. Taylo r; Dave
Becker.

Members  Absent: Sen. Conn ie Sipes ; Rep. Cleo Duncan; Hugh  Beebe; Mary
Rosswurm.

Senator Gary Dillon, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  Members of the
Commission on Autism (Commission) introduced themselves.

Family  and Social Services  Adminis tration : Update- Peter Bis becos, Director ,
Divisi on of Disabi li ty & Rehabi li tat ive Serv ices (DDRS)

Mr. Bisbecos presented information regarding DDRS involvement in the following activities
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concerning autism issues in Indiana over the past year:

(1) rebuilding the DDRS infrastructure for services, including an outreach
system for service providers;
(2) training for direct care staff;
(3) taking people off the waiting list for services;
(4) filing for renewal of the autism waiver with the federal government;
(5) contracting the Indiana Autism Coalition to execute the Indiana
comprehensive state plan to guide services for individuals with autism;
(6) developing care models;
(7) increasing the number of autistic individuals who are able to stay in their
homes; and
(8) developing a strategic plan that will include collaborating with nonprofit
organizations, universities and private entities.  

Mr. Bisbecos stated that there are currently approximately 15,000 individuals on the
waiting list to receive services under one of the three available waivers.  The waiting list
includes duplicated numbers for persons waiting for the following waivers: (1)
developmental disabilities; (2) supplemental services; and (3) autism.  He also stated that
the following new waivers have been awarded: (1) 104 for autism (as of August 2006); (2)
1,408 for developmental disabilities (up to March 2008); (3)1,939 for supplemental
services (up to April 2008).

In response to questions asked by Commission members ( Errington, Summers,
Charbonneau, and Hinkle) concerning:  (1) the duplicated numbers on the lists and the
high number of individuals waiting for services; and (2) funding for group homes versus
individuals, Mr. Bisbecos and Ms. Shults, DDRS, gave the following responses: (1) the
waiting list number includes persons who may not be eligible for services because full
eligibility was not determined before a name was put on the list until the year 2004; (2)
there is only one pool of money for both group homes and individuals needing services. 
Mr. Bisbecos also explained that DDRS is in the process of developing a system that will
separate people according to diagnosis and eliminate those still on the list that are not
eligible for services. He agreed to report back to the Commission at the Commission's next
meeting concerning an update on the status of what is being done to the DDRS system to
eliminate duplication.  

In response to Commission member Carmin's questions concerning the possible
elimination of group homes, Mr. Bisbecos explained that the state is setting up new
procedures concerning group homes that will require there to be a definite need for one
before a new one will be  authorized.

Indi ana Auti sm Task Force (Task Force):  Update- - Loui  Lord Nelson,  PhD,
Coord inato r

Dr. Lord Nelson provided information concerning the Task Force membership, charter
document, meeting notes, and links to ASD related contacts. (See Exhibit A) She
summarized the goals, impetus and strategies of the Task Force.  She emphasized the
goals of the Task Force which include improving the academic and functional skill
development of children with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD) through the development
of regulations and/or standards of practice pertaining to: 

(1) the minimal training required for individuals working in an educational
placement with these children;
(2) the guidelines for collaboration between disciplines working in the
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educational placement (i.e., inclusive of special educators, instructional
assistants, general educators, administrators, and resource therapists);
(3) the recommendations for bridging service to the child across caregivers
in the academic, medical, and home environments (inclusive of primary
caregivers and other family members); and 
(4) information that will help to inform policy making in the legislature
surrounding these and other issues.

In response to Commission members' (Charbonneau and Hinkle) questions concerning
how information about the Task Force meetings and activities is communicated to the
parents of autistic children, Dr. Lord Nelson stated that the information concerning the
meetings and forums is mostly distributed electronically to the school corporations and
special education co-operatives.  The schools and special education co-operatives are
directed  to distribute the information to the parents and students.  She stated that there
have been 13 meetings held recently concerning the proposed changes to Article 7
(Indiana special education rules promulgated at 511 IAC 7-31) in the following locations:
Gary, Valparaiso, Plymouth, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, Carmel, Indianapolis, Columbus,
Richmond, Lawrenceburg, Evansville, Franklin, Terre Haute.

India na's Compre hensiv e State Plan To Guide Services  For Indiv idua ls With  Autism
Spectru m Disord ers--Liz Freeman-Floyd, Pres iden t, Indiana Autism Coali tion, Inc.,
Susan Pieple s, Pres iden t Autism Society  of Ind iana

Ms. Freeman-Floyd and Ms. Pieples distributed information concerning Indiana's
comprehensive state plan to guide services for individuals with autism spectrum disorders
(Plan).  The Plan was developed by the Indiana Autism Coalition, Inc. and the Autism
Society of Indiana.  (See Exhibit B)  The Plan includes findings and recommendations
based on the results of meetings, surveys, interviews and research that were compiled
and aligned with the Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Roadmap (Roadmap).  The
Roadmap was written by a group established by the Interagency Autism Coordinating
Committee, created through the Children's Health Act of 2000.  (Roadmap is available
online at http://www.nimh.nih.gov/autismiacc/asdroadmap.pdf).  The Plan recognizes the
following issues:  

(1) an insufficient recognition of the long-term effects on Indiana's medical
and educational institutions, social services, and families; 
(2) under funded support services and training programs; 
(3) misinformation throughout the community about ASD; and 
(4) families who are forced to provide treatment and therapy on their own.

The Plan's recommendations include the following:  

(1) establishing an interagency ASD coordinating council or other entity to
determine service gaps and establish benchmarks for achieving goals; 
(2) ensuring all individuals with ASD and their families will have a well-
established, trusting, and mutually respectful relationship with a healthcare
professional who listens and responds to concerns, and who acts as an
equal partner in providing a clearly defined plan of coordinated services; 
(3) establishing universal early identification of signs of ASD followed by
appropriate referrals to a coordinated and comprehensive service system;
(4) ensuring individuals and families with ASD have ready access to
integrated and coordinated health, mental health, education and social
services provided by well qualified ASD providers throughout their life cycle;
(5) organizing community-based services so that individuals with ASD and

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/autismiacc/asdroadmap.pdf)
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their families can use them easily; 
(6) researching and developing best practices; and 
(7) increasing funding resources.

Commission  discu ssio n

The Commission discussed having representatives from the Indiana Department of
Education and the Indiana Department of Homeland Security come to the next meeting to
give updates on the status of autism training for school personnel and first responders (i.e.
emergency medical personnel).  The Commission also discussed having a representative
from the Indiana Department of Correction come to the next meeting to discuss the
number of individuals with ASD in their facilities and whether there are services being
provided to those individuals.  The topic of mercury in vaccinations and its link to autism
was also discussed.  Dr. Beales, Commission member, advised the Commission that there
has not been enough evidence found in the medical community to support the argument
that mercury is a factor in causing autism.

The next Commission meeting was scheduled for October 22, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.  The
meeting was adjourned at 2:58 p.m.
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